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Porpotutth;' On the Fence” 


Life often throws us into unmanageable situations and leaves 
us “on the fence.” We find it incredibly difficult to make deci- 
sions, to choose between uninviting alternatives. The possibili- 
ties seem unattractive, even hazardous, no matter which way we 
jump. On one side of the fence is the frying pan and on the 
other the fire. We prefer not to decide, if we can avoid tension, 
so we remain in a state of suspended animation, often waiting 
until events take decision out of our hands. We do not often 
sense the fact that we decide, even though we decide not to 
decide. We decide by default, and the die is cast by our very 
indecision. . . . § We blunder into the habit of indecision until 
we are perpetually on the fence, neither plus nor minus, but 
neutral on every occasion demanding action and choice. . 

§ Great lives rest on great decisions that motivate and drive. 
Jesus faced life as it might have been in the shallows. He con- 
sidered the greatest temptation life brings to anyone, the tempta- 
tion to be broad-minded concerning evil. . .. He met the temp- 
tation with vital decision: ‘You shall worship the Lord your 
God, and him only shall you serve.”—Harotp B. WALKER in 
Power to Manage Yourself, just published by Harper & Bros., 
New York. 














Letters to the Editors 


Doctors Like Article 





on “Faith Healers” 





Becoming a Problem 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


Your ... article “What About the Faith 
Healers?” (OUTLOOK, Sept. 19) is sincerely 
appreciated. It is becoming a tremendous 
problem with many of the genuinely sick 
and disabled actually expending large 
amounts of meager savings to go from one 
alleged “healer” to another. 

I wish we could devise a really positive 
program to combat this ever-growing prob- 
lem. I believe your idea of dissemination 
of factual information on the individuals 
is good. We just had Oral Roberts in our 
area, so the comments by Carroll R. Ste 
gall, Jr., were of special significance. 

(By a CALIFORNIA MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
OFFICIAL. ) 


PRESBYTERIAN CALENDAR 


And Related Events 














NOTE—U. S&S. refers to the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. (Southern); USA, to the 
Presbyterian Church, USA; and NCC to 
the National Council of Churches. 


NOVEMBER 

November Bible Book-of-the-Month, 
(USA), Isaiah 1-39. 

Nov. 1-30, Religion in American Life 
Month. 

Nov. 4, World Community Day, NCC. 

Nov. 6-8, National Conf. on Religion and 
Public Education, NCC, St. Louis, Mo. 

Nov. 6-12, American Education Week. 

Nov. 6-13, Survey Week, U. S. 

Nov. 7-10, 7th National Assembly, United 
Church Women, NCC, Cleveland, Ohio. 

Nov. 11, Veterans’ Day. 

Nov. 11-13, Board of Managers, United 
Church Men, NCC, Minneapolis, Minn. 

Nov. 13, Stewardship Sunday, NCC. 
Every Member Canvass. 

Nov. 13, Men and Missions Sunday, Lay- 
men’s Missionary Movement. 

Nov. 14, Dept. of International Affairs, 
NCC, NYC. 

Nov. 24, Thanksgiving Day. 

Nov.-Dec. 25, Worldwide Bible Reading. 

Nov. 27, Advent Sunday. 

Nov. 27, Evangelism Sunday, U. S. 

Nov. 28-Dec. 1, White House Conf. on 
Education, Washington. 

Nov. 30 Dec. 1, General 
Omaha, Neb. 


Board, NCC, 
DECEMBER 

Bible Book-of-the-Month (USA), Isaiah 
40-66. 

Dec. 4-10, Church Paper Week, U. S. 

Dec. 4-7, Division of Foreign Missions, 
NCC, Dayton, Ohio. 

Dec. 11, Universal Bible Sunday. 





A MOST COMPLETE BULLETIN SERVICE 
for Bible-believing echuches 
We NOW offer: 
@ Every Sunday folders of distinction 
@ Bulletins for Spirit Duplicator machines 
@ Imprint service for our folders 
@ Personalized Folders—a complete year’s program 
including duotone and multicolor for special 
days—an amazing offer! 
Write today for samples—specify kind wanted 
CATHEDRAL FOLDERS 
Dept. PO Box 62 Brainerd, Minnesota 





Others Helped Too 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


Just to keep the record straight in re- 
gard to the paragraph entitled “Request” 
on p. 16 of THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK of 
October 17, 1955, I must say that I received 
too much credit for the negotiation of 
accord between the Rev. Marsh M. Calla- 
way and the Durant Session. I met with 
them as a member of the Commission on 
the Minister and His Work for Central 
Mississippi Presbytery along with the 
Chairman and other members of the Com- 
mission. It is flattering to have been the 
sole commissioner mentioned by the press, 
but unfair to the other commissioners who 
were present and worked faithfully for a 
peaceful solution involving the best inter- 
ests of the church and its minister. 

J. Moopvy McD111.. 
Jackson, Miss. 


In a Strange City 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


The following letter came to me from 
one of the members of our church, now 
working in a large city: 

“To begin with, I’m mighty proud of 
being a Presbyterian and I think we have 
plenty to be proud of. In every commu- 
nity some of the most highly respected 
people, the best educated, and cultured 
people are Presbyterians. My people all 
the way back have been prominent figures 
in the church. My grandfather, was a 
deacon, an elder and finally the Clerk of 
the Session, and really contributed his 
life to the Presbyterian Church, as well 
as most his life’s income. He guided 
many a life to Christianity. Therefore, 
with my parental and ancestral back- 
ground and influence, I feel that Presby- 
terianism has been the shining light in 
my life, and I frankly don’t think my be- 
lief could ever be shaken. 

“But ... since I’ve been here, I’ve gone 
to church almost every Sunday. I went 
yesterday, and when I came out I had cold 
chills all over me. I don’t think I’ve ever 
felt so alone in the world, or quite as 
resentful. I've gone there for eight months 
now, and in that length of time, not one 
soul has held out a hand to me. Not one 
member has said, ‘We’re so glad to have 
you and we hope you will come again. I 
have never even met the minister. The 
only hand I’ve shaken has been one of the 
ushers at the door, and they are instructed 
to do that. They have little cards in the 
pews every Sunday which the minister 
mentions and asks that everyone fill theirs 
out with your name and address and 
church affiliations. I’ve done this every 
Sunday I’ve been there and I have yet to 
receive one piece of literature or a visit 
from anyone. I wanted eventually to 
change my church letter, but I simply 
don’t feel right about it. 

“It is the coldest Presbyterian church 
I've ever had any contact with and as 
a real dyed-in-the-wool Presbyterian I 
frankly resent it. I have never been in 
a church yet, except this one, that some- 
one in the congregation didn’t speak cor- 
dially, and seem to be interested in you, 
invite you to come again... and some- 
times ask you to a meal, or a party they 


were having, or something! I hate to have 
to ask for introductions and favors. I just 
think that should be spontaneous. I wags 
so mad all day yesterday it was almost 
more than I could stand. I probably 
shouldn’t have bothered you with it, but 
I wanted you to understand the way I 
feel and most of all why I haven’t moved 
my membership. It’s a lovely church, a 
magnificent plant, and a good minister, 
but I just don’t know what to do. The 
thing that worries me more than anything 
is, I am sure that there are lots more 
people that feel the same way I do about 
it, and I think it’s a crying shame.” 
/8/ PAsTor. 


Likes Hymnbook 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


Since at the beginning of the work by 
the hymnbook committee, I wrote a letter 
to you concerning the inclusion of a few 
better known gospel hymns, and since I 
warned against allowing trained musicians 
to set the standards, may I say that I now 
rejoice, having received the publicity con- 
cerning The Hymnbook. 

Whether my letter and the feeling of 
many others like me had anything to do 
with it or not, I congratulate the commit- 
tee of the selection of hymns old and new, 
and feel that it is a hymnal] which will 
satisfy a greater porportion of the people 
than any other recently published by 
Presbyterians. 

Haro.p M. MaLietr. 
Huchinson, Kansas. 





To THE OUTLOOK: 


Iam delighted with the new Hymnbook; 
glad the name Presbyterian is not in the 
title. There is no such thing as a denom- 
inational hymnal. I am glad also that 
three of Frank Price’s translations are in- 
cluded; too bad Fanny Crosby has only 
_ 

FRANK A. Brown. 
Norfolk, Va. 


Hymnbook: Bond of Unity 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


I am delighted that The Hymnbook has 
been published as the result of the joint 
efforts of the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States, the Presbyterian Church 
in the United States of America, the 
United Presbyterian Church of North 
America, and the Reformed Church of 
America. Certainly one of the best ways 
to produce unity among the people of our 
churches is to have them worship in sim- 
ilar ways. 

The book which has been produced is 
a handsome one and, although I am not 
qualified to comment upon its musical 
qualities, I hope that it may be found to 
be useful by all of our churches. 

EvuGENE Carson BLAKE, Stated Clerk. 
Presbyterian, USA, General Assembly, 
Philadelphia. 


NOTE—Many churches are using copies 
of the Oct. 24 OurLtook featuring The 
Hymnbook, for congregational distribu- 
tion—like these: 

Bartow, Fla., 50 copies. 

McAllen, Texas, 25 

Auburn, Ala., 50 

Arlington, Va., 100 

Atlanta, Ga., 50 

Reardan, Wash., 25 

Ridgewood, N. J., 100 

Toledo, Ohio, 25 

Copies are available: 100 for $10; 50 for 
$6.50; 25 for $3.75; 15 for $2.25; or 20¢ 
each, postpaid. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK. Second-class mail privileges authorized at Richmond, Va. Published weekly on Monday by Outlook 
Publishers, Inc.. 1 North Sixth Street, Richmond 19, Virginia, except first week, January, and fourth week, August. Telephone 2-9492; 


night. 4-5554. 15¢ a copy, $5.00 a year. 


Foreign postage $1 extra. 
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USA General Council 
Approves New Location 


New YorkK (RNsS)—The General Coun- 
cil of the Presbyterian Church, USA, 
voted to move its headquarters from 156 
Fifth Avenue to a new united church 
center that will be erected in the Morning- 
side Heights section here. 

It recommended, however, that the of- 
fices of the denomination’s General As- 
sembly remain in Philadelphia. 

The church’s Boards of National Mis- 
sions and Foreign Missions previously 
had approved moving from the Fifth Ave- 
nue location to the new center. 

The block-long, 17-story building will 
house offices of the National Council of 
Churches and a number of its 30 mem- 
ber-communions, their boards and agen- 
cies. It will be located on Riverside 
Drive between 119th and 120th Streets 
overlooking the Hudson River. 


Anderson to Succeed Fairly 

John L. Fairly has resigned as the 
Presbyterian, U. S., secretary of the di- 
vision of religious education after 26 
years service with the Board of Christian 
Education. He will be succeeded Dec. 
31, 1956—a year from now—by Wm. 
P. Anderson, director of the Board’s 
department of adult and family educa- 
tion. 

Morris D. Warren will become director 
of the realigned department of adminis- 
tration and leadership education. His 
responsibility is now with the administra- 
tion unit. D. B. Walthall, who has di- 
rected the leadership program is to teach 
at Columbia Seminary and serve as re- 
gional director for the Synod of Georgia. 


Church’s Views on Divorce 
Remain Unchanged 


MANCHESTER, ENG. (RNS)—Geoffrey 
Francis Fisher, Archbishop of Canter- 
bury, refused to answer questions here 
relating to rumors that Princess Margaret 
would marry divorced Group Capt. Peter 
Townsend. 

An oblique approach to the problem 
was made by a reporter who asked Dr. 
Fisher whether there had beer any pres- 
sure within the Church of England to 
change its views on divorce and remar- 
riage. 

To this question Dr. Fisher replied 
that the church’s views remained un- 
changed. He added that “no reasonable 


FERRE SAYS TILLICH IS MOST 
‘DANGEROUS THEOLOGICAL LEADER’ 


Nels F. S. Ferré, who has been under 
attack by American Fundamentalists re- 
cently (OutLoox, Aug. 15, Oct. 10), 
has taken measured aim on Paul Tillich 
and said of him that ‘there is no more 
dangerous theological leader alive.”’ 

The Ferré description of the Harvard 
Divinity School professor appears in the 
current issue of Interpretation, a quar- 
terly publication devoted to Bible and 
theology. A German theologian, Dr. 
Tillich has been in this country, teaching 
since 1933 at Union Seminary, New 
York, until last year when he joined the 
faculty at Harvard. 

Dr. Ferré is a professor at Vanderbilt. 
His description of Dr. Tillich appears in 
connection with a review of a recent 
Tillich book, The New Being,* which is 
a volume of sermon suggestions. 


Hard to Understand 

Tillich is recognized by Ferré as one 
of the top-rank theologians of the world. 
“Certainly he is among the first in pro- 
fundity.”” (Many people find him ex- 
tremely difficult to understand.) In stim- 
ulation of his own mind, Ferré says he 
owes him “a great debt.” Here, accord- 
ing to Ferré, is the trouble with Tillich: 


“Dr. Tillich is a prophet of a new order, 
which to him is the cleansing and clarify- 
ing of original Christianity, but to me is 
the destruction of it. Dr. Tillich knows 
exactly what he is after, and he goes after 
it with consummate skill. He has revolted 
against Christian supernaturalism as pre- 
scientific and therefore impossible for the 
honest and educated man who really 
thinks. He is a colleague and cohort of 
Rudolph Bultmann, who is now mentioned 
as the number one figure in theological 
Europe, even as many of the more thought- 
ful would consider Tillich to be the lead- 
ing figure on this side of the water. Both 
believe that supernatural Christianity is 
superstition that must be done away if 
true faith is to be found. Technically 
speaking, both have sloughed off the trans- 
cendent and accepted the transcendental 
as the category of religion.” 


In an effort to point out the discrep- 
ancy, Ferré goes on: 

“With traditional Christian superna- 
turalism I mean a really existent personal 
God who has created the world out of 
nothing, who really controls it through 





*Chas. Scribner’s Sons, New York. 
church changes its opinions every two 
minutes.” 


both special and general providence, and 
who really will raise us to a new life after 
actual physical death.” 


Symbols Are Used 

By the terms used in Tillich’s descrip- 
tions, Ferré contends, he indicates his 
departure from recognized positions. 
Then Ferré explains: 

“Because of his use of symbols and 
traditional Christian language some have 
thought him orthodox. Actually ‘being it- 
self’ is the only literal symbol for Tillich’s 
God and religion refers to our relation 
to ultimate meaning in this life. Karl 
Heim says that the Continent is post- 
Christian in a very large measure. We 
in America face a decision. Is Christianity 
true in its basic claim, and therefore can- 
not die, or have we come to the time of 
its death and must do our best to salvage 
whatever of insight Christianity in its 
pre-critical form has given us? Any num- 
ber of our younger leaders have said to 
themselves: ‘Classical Christianity is 
dead; on Easter Sunday or at my funerals 
I know it.’ Therefore they find in Tillich 
a great and good leader; and tremendous 
efforts and skill are expended to maneuver 
him into the van of theological leadership. 
Others believe that somehow or other we 
can postpone or ignore the battle over 
supernaturalism and go on talking this 
existential language as a modus vivendi. 

“Others of us know that God lives liter- 
ally, that personal providence and answer 
to prayer are not fanciful, that life after 
death alone can make real and right the 
Christian claim. I have myself battled 
out these issues in Faith and Reason. In 
my own experience I have met the living 
God who has put me under his claim. 
Therefore in spite of all that I have 
learned from Tillich, for which I thank 
him, and with deep pain in my heart, I 
must not only acknowledge but proclaim 
that in my opinion there is no more dan- 
gerous theological leader alive than Dr. 
Tillich. Choose we must! At least in 
other places more explicitly, but even in 
this book, he has been more open as to 
his real meaning and we are now free 
to choose whether with Tillich to abandon 
or with other witnesses to accept, as never 
before, the classical faith of God the 
Father, the Creator, who made known his 
saving power in Jesus Christ as holy love 
and who rules the nations and all lives 
that in his own good end he will bring 
to glorious completion in life, beyond 
death, far out of the reach of our present 
seeing, his faithful promises to his people.” 


Dr. Ferré was in the news last summer 
when Fundamentalist attacks upon him 
forced withdrawal of an invitation to a 
Methodist conference. Strong protests 
of the Methodist action have been raised 
in many areas. 








Sunday Shopping Stirs 
Reaction in Dayton 


Dayton, O. (kNS)—A decision by 20 
supermarkets in this area to open on 
Sundays has touched off a bitter contro- 
versy here. 

It has led to a court suit, the offer of 
a $2,000 reward, discussion by the city 
commission, pleas for boycotts, protests 
by church groups and objections from 
labor unions. 

Four major chains transacted Sunday 
business for the first time, allegedly to 
meet the ‘‘competition” of a few inde- 
pendents which had been open fer some 
time. The reaction was swift. Here 
are the highlights: 

1. An assistant city prosecutor, saying 
he was acting as a “citizen of the com- 
munity,” brought an injunction suit in 
common pleas court to force the markets 
to close Sundays. 


“Forced into It’ 

2. Liberal Markets, a 13-store chain, 
offered $2,000 “‘to any group which can 
successfully lead a campaign to close 
all large supermarkets in the Dayton area 
on Sundays.” A spokesman said the 
firm is “unalterably opposed” to Sunday 
shopping but was “forced into it.” 

3. City commissioners indicated their 
opposition to the Sunday opening but 
doubted they would attempt to legislate 
against it. Typical was the comment of 
Mavor Henry S. Stout: 

“As I see it, these people that are open- 
ing are selling out for 30 pieces of silver. 

. It would be a fine thing for Dayton 
if (businessmen) would take their eye 
off the almighty dollar at least on Sunday. 

.. But... we can’t legislate morals or 
religious beliefs.” 

4. The 2,500 members of a Knights 
of Columbus council voted to boycott— 
seven days a week—all supermarkets that 
remain open Sundays. A boycott also 
was recommended by the Christian Busi- 
nessmen’s Committee, a Protestant group. 

5. A brief statement was read in Ro- 
man Catholic churches: “All Catholics 
are reminded that they should not shop 
on Sunday in any store that remains open 
on Sundays without necessity.” 

The Church Federation of Greater 
Dayton issued a report outlining a pro- 
gram designed to ‘‘awaken the Christian 
community to action against the trend 
endangering Sunday observance.” It 
calls for churches and individual Chris- 
tians to write constructive letters to the 
press and government officials, let busi- 
nessmen know how they feel, patronize 
stores that “hold the line,” refrain from 
shopping on Sunday and discuss the sig- 
nificance of the Sabbath. 

The report charged that “Christian 
people are losing sight of the significance 
of Sunday for their lives, either through 
ignorance or negligence.” 


4 


The Dayton chapter of the National 
Association of Evangelicals, representing 
Holiness, Nazarene, Pentecostal and re- 
lated groups, concurred with the Church 
Federation’s report. 

6. Officials of the local AFL retail 
clerks and butchers unions expressed their 
opposition to Sunday operations. 

7. After being open one Sunday, the 
seven-store Gershow chain reversed itself 
and closed. “We are and always have 
been aggressively against remaining open 
on Sundays,” the statement read. ‘To 
illustrate our strong belief, we will lead 


Blake at Union, N. Y. 


the way by closing.” 

A spokesman for the seven-store Albers 
group said the firm would be “thrilled to 
death to close. We want no part of Sun- 
day operation but can’t afford not to if 
competition does.” 

Other stores, including the Kroger 
chain, seemed to agree. One independent 
operator said flatly the Sunday openings 
represent nothing more than “a commer- 
built up communities of Christians which 
have been given over recently into the 
cial fight between the independents and 
the chains.” 

The nationwide A&P chain did not 
follow the Dayton area trend to Sunday 
hours. “The company is opposed to 
it,” a spokesman said. ‘We have stores 
nationwide and have run into this be- 
fore.” 


NEW REFORMATION IS POSSIBLE 


A new reformation within the world- 
wide Christian Church is seen as a pos- 
sible outgrowth of the current ecumenical 
movement. 


Eugene Carson Blake, president of the 
National Council of the Churches, ex- 
pressed the belief that such an “ecumen- 
ical reformation,’ although not yet a 
reality, “is surely a possibility.” 

His address was on the occasion of the 
inauguration of the Program of Advanced 
Religious Studies at Union Seminary, 
New York. 

“Much Involved” 

Dr. Blake said that he was speaking 
“as one of those much involved in the 
life of the ecumenical movement and its 
councils of churches, local, national, and 
world. 

“If these new councils are to be more 
than new ecclesiastical proliferations and 
become rather Christ’s instruments for his 
church, I suggest to you that something no 
less drastic than a new reformation, a 


new ecumenical reformation, must be en- 
visaged and established.” 


He referred to the inauguration as 
“marking the beginning of a new program 
of ecumenical education which, it is 
hoped, will break new ground and lay 
new foundations for the world-wide 
Church of Christ.” Ralph D. Hyslop 
was inducted as professor of Ecumenical 
Studies at the same time. Dr. Hyslop 
will become director of the new program 
as of July 1, 1956. 


Break Colonial Pattern 

Until now the missionary movement 
has been pursued largely “in a colonial 
pattern,” said Dr. Blake, but “ecclesias- 
tical colonialism, like political, must give 
way to independence and self-determina- 
tion. 

“If there is to be anything new and 


radical enough to be called a reformation 
of the church and churches of our day, it 


must be based upon a new and mutual 
appreciation, cooperation and administra- 
tion of the so-called older and younger 
churches throughout the inhabited world.” 

The younger churches are those in 
countries where Christian missions have 
hands of native leadership. 

Dr. Blake warned that a slow and 
reluctant “retreat from imperalism” on 
the part of the churches would be tragic: 
“The new ecumenical reformation de- 
pends in part for its coming upon the 
rapid and successful basing of a world- 
wide Christian program on a truly ecu- 
menical community and structure.” 

Such a reformation, he added, would 
be hardly ecumenical unless it included 
the Eastern Orthodox Churches, and un- 
less it is “ever open to overtures from 
Rome as well. 

“Not a little of the breadth and depth 
of the modern ecumenical movement has 
come from the new and fruitful contacts 
with the same Eastern Churches, partly 
caused by Communist persecution of the 
church of Russia and partly caused by the 
friendly contacts sought out by the wisest 
of our leaders East and West.” 

He felt that any church reformiution, 
whether four hundred years ago or in 
the present, needs a “renaissance of 
thought and learning,” and that the wave 
of anti-intellectualism today is ‘“‘danger- 
ously characteristic of a great deal of 
the religious revival of all our churches.” 


No End in Itself 


In his inaugural address, Dr. Hyslop 
warned against the danger of making the 
ecumenical movement an end in itself. 

“The ecumenical heresy may well be 
the conviction that the reunion of the 
church is the supreme good in the very 
moment in history when the supreme need 
is for its rebirth.” he declared. ‘The 
most tempting aspect of such a heresy is 
the suggestion that the two are the same 
—and they are not.” 
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@ On a central November emphasis 


God or Mammon? 


N WRITING to the churches in Gala- 
Lia the Apostle Paul said something 
very simple yet also very profound. In 
the midst of an ancient situation which 
is also very modern, he wrote, “Each man 
will have to bear his own load.” 

This principle applies to generations 
as well as to individuals. Each century, 
and each generation, has faced problems 
which were peculiar to a particular pe- 
riod because man lives in a growing 
world. The issues with which John Huss, 
John Knox, and John Wesley were con- 
fronted were not at all the issues with 
which William Penn, William Booth, 
or Alexander Campbell had to deal. Of 
course there were similarities, but the 
seductions which beset one generation are 
seldom equally tempting to another. 

Thirty years ago the theological and 
spiritual struggle in which we were en- 
gaged centered around the philosophy 
of humanism which declared, in sub- 
stance, that man himself was all the god 
man needed. 


It was a cocksure world, supremely 
confident that it was equal to any prob- 
lem or emergency, and utterly without 
fear. 


For the first-time in our national his- 
tory the United States was enjoying a 
favorable balance of trade, and had be- 
come the creditor nation of all the earth. 
Our European allies of World War I 
owed us $14,000,000,000 and we had a 
childlike faith that the debt would be 
paid. We were skimming the cream off 
the trade of the world. The ticker tape 
on Wall Street told a convincing story 
of optimism and infallibility. It was 
easy for men to believe that the gravy 
train was on a non-stop run. Why should 
any man believe in a God of strict moral 
judgments, fine moral discriminations, 
and a wrath to come? Sin was regarded 
as an invention of the priests and preach- 
ers. The world had been made safe for 
democracy. The Kingdom of Heaven 
was already here. 

Then came the stock crash, the world- 
wide depression, the abandonment of the 
gold standard, the collapse of the League 
of Nations, bread lines, pencil peddlers, 
apple sellers, the national bank closure, 
the rise of Russia and China as world 
powers, and the bonus march on Wash- 
ington! 


A Change Came 
Suddenly, as if it were overnight, the 


theological picture also changed. Gone 
was the cocksureness of the disciples of 
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humanism, and in their place there were 
heard the prophets of the Kingdom of 
Heaven. Everywhere the people respond- 
ed to the strains of pacifism, collectivism, 
a planned economy, and legislative pana- 
ceas which would guarantee a man se- 
curity from the cradle to the grave. After 
that he would be on his own, of course. 


We made the discovery that social 
and economic systems, as well as indi- 
viduals, were sinners in need of con- 
version. 


Then came World War II. Within the 
space of months the British Empire, by 
that time considerably emaciated, stood 
with coffers empty and its back to the 
wall. Under the euphonious title of 
“lend lease,” American goods were 
shipped overseas in a veritable flood-tide 
which increased the European obligations 
to the United States at the rate of tens 
of billions of dollars per year. Had there 
been no war there would have been by 
1945 an acute dollar shortage through- 
out the earth, but because war goods have 
to be shipped long before any exact ac- 
counting can be made, the conflict closed 
with the United States standing astride 
the economic highway of humanity like 
some gigantic Colossus. Shortly before 
his death Harold Laski, the philosopher 
of the British Labor Party, said that 
never since the dawn of recorded history 
had one nation so completely dominated 
the life of all the world as did the United 
States in 1945. Because of the fantastic 
power the people of the United States 
exercise over the nations of the earth, 
we have become obsessed with “the pow- 
ers of this earth,” and we have been be- 
trayed into thinking that life can be made 
out of an abundance of things. 

Yet never in all the history of the earth 
has any people enjoyed such economic 
abundance and, at the same time, suf- 
fered from so much spiritual confusion. 
Ours is a generation of psychology, com- 
plexes, psychosomatics, slogans, and 
sleeping pills. In spite of the fact that 
we are more generously provided for than 
any generation before us has ever been, 
that we are equipped with more labor- 
saving devices and have more leisure than 
any previous age ever dreamed of, that 
we spend more for entertainment than our 
fathers spent for the necessities of life, 
that a higher percentage of our people 
have had the advantage of college and 
university training than the world has 
ever known heretofore, and that we are 
enjoying a level of life incomparably 
higher than that to which the race has 


ever before aspired, yet our most frenzied 
quest is for peace of mind. 

It is claimed that the American people 
require upwards of 7,000,000 sleeping 
pills every night, in order to get to sleep. 
From Washington comes the word that 
nearly 12,000,000 pounds of aspirin are 
sold annually. A famous clinic in New 
Orleans reports that 388 out of 500 
people coming into that institution for 
treatment are there because of psychoso- 
matic trouble—physical maladies that are 
the result of improper or uncontrolled 
mental states. 





It is of the utmost importance that 
the pulpit and the church press shall 
speak bluntly and frankly to the Amer- 
ican people. 

Unless we can be saved from the “de- 
struction that wasteth at noonday’’—the 
terrible tension that is killing off the 
middle-aged and the efficient in middle 
life—we are doomed as a nation, and the 
death knell of civilization has been 
sounded... . 

Neither Jesus nor Paul ever con- 
demned any man because he was rich, nor 
did they commend anyone because he 
was poor. Any stricture delivered on the 
subject of money either by Paul or Jesus 
was at the expense of those who were 
unable or unwilling to administer their 
funds to the glory of God. 


Solye The Money Problem 


It is the undue and unholy emphasis 
on money which identifies secularism as 
the besetting sin of this generation. Solve 
the problem of money in the life of either 
the individual or the generation, and you 
solve the major social, as well as per- 
sonal, problems with which we must con- 
tend. 


At the present moment the problem of 
alcoholism is one of our most serious 
national problems. In the lives of mil- 
lions of people it is the foremost personal 
problem. But if it were possible to ex- 
tract the profits from the liquor traffic 
we could solve the problem of alcoholism 
almost overnight. We would put an end 
to the deceptive and seductive advertising. 

We would denude drinking of its 
glamor. No longer would it appear to 
be smart and the correct thing to do. 


Find some way of inoculating the 
American landlord with the spirit of the 
Kingdom of Heaven, as Jesus dreamed 
of the Kingdom, and the problem of slum 
clearance would be set forward 50 years 
and the problem of juvenile delinquency 
would be brought that much nearer a 
solution. 


or 








A very large share of the color clash, 
domestically and throughout the world, 
is economic in character. The white man, 
having succeeded in raising his standard 
of living, stands in terror of the compe- 
tition of the man of color. For that rea- 
son he undertakes to bar the doors of 
opportunity against him. 

Colonialism, imperalism, exploitation, 
monopolistic practices of one kind and 
another—these and a score of other 
sources of international tension are di- 
rectly traceable to the secularism which 
pervades so much of modern life. 

Today juvenile authorities throughout 
the nation are very rightly alarmed over 
the influence of the horror and sex comics 
on the life of our youth. The use of nar- 
cotics has become a national scandal, 
and sex-saturated entertainment is known 
to be a contributing factor in the increas- 
ing problem of juvenile crime. It is not 
necessary to conduct any complex and 
highly publicized survey in the matter: 
even the least observant among us is able 
to see that the element of profit is con- 
spicuously present in all such situations. 

That some remedy for this vast asso- 
ciation of evils is to be found in legisla- 
tion is to be admitted. The restraints of 
law must be invoked. But no law can 
be effective which is not supported by 
public opinion. This makes the problem 
of secularism intensely personal. 


Christian Remedy 

The Christian remedy is the doctrine 
of stewardship! When a majority of our 
people accept the doctrine that all things 
come from God, and that each man is a 
divinely appointed steward assigned to 
administer whatever goods may happen 
to be under his authority, we will have 
begun to solve the problem of secularism. 
It is definitely and distinctly a spiritual 
issue so the responsibility for presenting 
it lies with the church. 

Two conflicting and mutually antago- 
nistic philosophies of possessions have 
come down to us from the ancient world 
—the Hebrew and the Roman. 

It was the basic philosophy of the Ro- 
man Empire that each man was the owner 
of all the things that he possessed. With- 
in the limits of the laws laid down by 
the state for the protection of the public 
from abuses, and the guarantee to the 
state of public revenue, the individual 
was the undisputed owner of all those 
goods he was able to control. 

The Hebrew philosophy, on the other 
hand, was something entirely different. 
Day after day in the Temple the Hebrew 
sang his confession that “the earth is the 
Lord’s,” and that “all things come of 
thee, O Lord.” Fundamental in this con- 
cept was the belief that God was the 
Creator of everything and that man was 
his steward. This doctrine was placed 
at the masthead of the Old Testament, 
in the words, ‘In the beginning God 
created the heavens and the earth.” A 
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little later it is said that God gave man 
“dominion” but nowhere is it intimated 
that he gave him a deed to the earth. 

As a direct and immediate result of 
this doctrine of stewardship the Hebrew 
people developed through the years a 
vast body of laws aimed at the protection 
of the rights of individuals, the admin- 
istration of property, and the assur- 
ance of justice to classes and persons. 
To this they gave the name which, 
being translated, means social justice. 
The great Old Testament prophets arose 
as the defenders of mishpat. No other 
people had any such philosophy of pos- 
sessions. Had not Isaiah, Amos, Jere- 
miah, or Micah believed that the earth 
was the Lord’s and that men and nations 
were God’s stewards they would never 
have risked their lives in defying sinful 
governments in defense of mish pat. 


Token of Stewardship 

As token of the fact that God was the 
owner of all things, and that men were 
stewards, the law of the tithe was de- 
veloped. The paying of tithes was com- 
mon throughout the ancient East, but 
between the Hebrew tithe and the pagan 
tithe there was this profound difference. 
The pagan paid his tithe in the hope that 
he might thereby purchase the goodwill 
of his gods. The Hebrew paid his tithe 
as an acknowledgment of God’s owner- 
ship of all things and his stewardship. 
This had the effect of making the payment 
of tithes a highly personal and effective 
expression of faith on the part of the 
tithe payer. Such it must be in our mod- 
ern life if it is to accomplish the spiritual 
purpose for which it was designed, and 
thus save ourselves from the seductions of 
seculaerism. 

The problem is not political, nor social, 
nor academic. It is essentially this: 


Am I, as an individual, to be the 
master of my possessions or are my 
possessions to master me? 


The question is inescapably personal. 
I am going to find a great purpose around 
which to drape my life, making every in- 
terest, effort, and ability serve that cen- 
tral design, or I am going to live the 
divided life, the victim of the ten thou- 
sand impulses, desires, passions, whims, 
and forces which play upon me every hour 
of every day. 

The psychologists have a highly tech- 
nical term for the experience. They say 
that we live the integrated life, or we do 
not. The preachers of our father’s day 
said we lived consecrated lives or we did 
not. Both terms refer to very much the 
same fact. It is impossible for any per- 
son to achieve peace of mind, spiritual 
serenity, or “integration,” on the basis 
of a divided loyalty. Jesus said it was 
impossible to serve God and Mammon. 

The issue which the individual Chris- 

tian faces is perfectly plain. He must 

bring his economic interests under the 


sovereignty of God, or his economic in- 
terests will rob him of the best of God. 


After forty-six years experience in the 
ministry, and in dealing with the personal 
religious problems of thousands of people, 
I know of no other safeguard against the 
perils of secularism that can compare 
with tithing. The crucial point is not the 
tenth but proportional giving. Advocacy 
of the tithe should not be prompted by 
any desire to raise more millions of dol- 
lars for the churches, although wide- 
spread acceptance of the tithing system 
would have that effect. The central ob- 
jective is the spiritual redemption of the 
Christian who has become enmeshed in 
things and is becoming the helpless vic- 
tim of a pagan secularism. I have yet 
to see one convinced tither who has tithed 
systematically and faithfully for one year 
who was willing to surrender the plan and 
go back to his earlier haphazard and un- 
stewardlike practices. 


Personal Testimony 

It is impossible for me to write on this 
theme without offering my personal tes- 
timony. There was a time when collec- 
tions were an embarrassment to me. | 
was always asking myself the question, 
“‘How much must I give to this cause?” 
I had the feeling that I ought to give, and 
it was somehow my duty, but I had no 
system. I never really felt happy about 
my giving. I tried to give as much as 
someone else gave, or I felt I had to 
give up to a certain standard or lose face. 
I kept measuring my giving by the giving 
of other people, and I was always draw- 
ing comparisons. Every time I was ask- 
ed to give I had at least a small feeling 
of resentment. Then one day I discov- 
ered the secret. My reading of the Bible 
suggested the giving of the tithe. So I 
decided to give one-tenth of my income, 
not as a mere matter of obeying a law, 
but as a thankful expression of my faith 
in Christ. Almost immediately I found 
my problems solving themselves. I ceased 
comparing myself with other people, and 
compared my ability to give with my own 
income. That was a big gain in itself. 

And then I discovered that when I 
set aside one-tenth of my income, I al- 
ways had something to give. 

I tell you truly, the pain and the em- 
barrassment has all disappeared, and 
every time I give I get a spiritual thrill 
out of it. Collections no longer frighten 
me or make me irritable. Giving is no 
longer a burden. Possessions are no 
longer my master. I get a real uplfit 
out of the appearance of the collection 
plate when I am one of the worshippers. 
Every time it passes me I am able to add 
my testimony, and I have found a joy 
in my Christian life that was not there 
before. I am now a tither. I have no 
apologies to offer for my system of giving. 

So far as I know, it is our only antidote 
for secularism! 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
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@ Today—in the South—the church must be the church! 


Our Faithless Generation 


OW, if ever, is the time for the 
church in the South to be the Chris- 
tian church: the church of the lowly 
Nazarine, the church of the God of love. 
For men are indeed confused and lost, 
and are turning in increasing numbers to 
the church for guidance. The church then, 
has an unprecedented chance to tell them, 
simply and clearly, what they must do to 
be saved. That the church is doing this 
but poorly is indicated by the faithless- 
ness which clings, like an evil miasma, 
about our hearts. 
Did I say faithlessness? Exactly that. 
I am speaking now primarily of the 
white people of the South, among whom 
the disease is most evident. And it is 
a disease: God made men for faith and 
love, and as they lack these virtues they 
are sick. What is the proof of our 
faithlessness? It is the existence of the 
various fears which clutch at our hearts. 
Putting aside for a moment the question 
of how fearfulness equals faithlessness, 
let us note briefly the fears which encom- 
pass us. 


Whirlpool of Fears 

Some of these fears are admitted, some 
are not. There is, by general admission, 
the fear that the purity of the white 
race—I use the words as they are used 
—may be contaminated, and we shall end 
with a “mongrel” race. Related to this 
is the fear that white civilization, as it is 
called, will decline and in the end disap- 
pear. There is the fear, not generally 
admitted, that we shall lose our privileged 
economic and social status vis-a-vis the 
Negroes; and there is the fear that our 
constitutional government is being under- 
mined. Amid such a whirlpool of fears, 
there may be others, unnamed here and 
even unrecognized. 

How is this general fearfulness the 
proof of our faithlessness? The explana- 
tion is simple. We say—and we say it 
in increasing numbers—that we believe 
in Jesus Christ. The church rolls prove 
this. We say we believe that he is the 
Son of God. There can be no doubt that 
Jesus showed by his words and more 
emphatically by his life that God is love. 
If we believe in Jesus, then, we believe 
in a God of love. If God is love, the 
ruling force in the world is love. Be- 
lieving in Jesus, and in his Heavenly 
Father, we must believe in love; and 
not merely as a proper attitude but as 
the power which upholds life itself. 

But what about our fearfulness ? There 
can be no doubt that fearfulness is the 
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opposite of love. As we have love we 
lack fear; and “perfect love casteth out 
fear.” How, then, can we be so fearful, 
as we evidently are, if we have love? The 
answer is, we cannot. 


The existence of the fear proves the 
relative absence of the love, the in- 
tensity of the fear the weakness of the 
love. 


In brief, regardless of what we say, 
or what creeds we affirm, the general 
attitude of the white South today proves 
that we do not really believe in the God 
and Father of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. 


What Are Our Gods? 


What, then, do we believe in? What 
are our gods? They are in the main the 
things for whose safety we fear, the things 
upon which we are staking our life. 
These are, as I have said, chiefly the 
following: so-called racial purity, so- 
called Anglo-Saxon civilization and cul- 
ture, our present economic and social 
privileges, and exactly that form of gov- 
ernment which in the past has made these 
privileges possible. These are the things 
the possession of which we believe will 
save us, the loss of which will destroy 
us. These are our gods. 

Wherein is this Christian? In spite 
of what some people think, the Old Tes- 
tament is not concerned about racial 
purity; nor—and for the Christian this 
is more to the point—is there anything 
in the words or the life of Jesus and 
his followers to suggest that race is sacred. 
As for the sacredness of civilization and 
culture, so sacred in the views of its 
devctees that, contrary to all fact, it must 
never be changed, even the Old Testa- 
ment prophets got beyond that, and saw 
God as the god of all peoples, not merely 
of the Jews. The sacredness of power, 
position, status? Jesus blasted that for- 
ever with a life lived among the outcast 
and the poor, and with the word: “It is 
easier for a camel to pass through the eye 
of a needle than for a rich man to enter 
into the Kingdom of Heaven.” And so 
with the supposed sacredness of any form 
of government, especially one revered be- 
cause of its defense of the privileged 
against the underprivileged. Man himself 
is sacred; all else is secondary. Nor did 
Jesus recommend holding on to anything. 
He who gives his life away, he said, 
will save it. The essential secret of life, 
as he revealed it, is largeness, generosity, 
magnanimity: in brief, love. Even for 
our enemies. For God sendeth his rain 


upon the just and the unjust. Therefore, 
be ye perfect even as your Father in 
Heaven. 


The Church Must 


The church today has to do only what 
the church has always in theory done: 
preach the gospel: the good news of God’s 
love. But it must make clear that faith 
in a God of love is faith in love; and 
that the presence of fear indicates the 
absence of love, and proves thus our 
faithlessness. The church need not tell 
men in detail what to do. But it is false 
to its Master if it does not tell them in 
what spirit things should be done: the 
spirit of love. 

And where actions are being under- 
taken in another spirit than this, it ts 
bound to say so. 


That means, in the present situation 
in the South, the church is bound to name 
the widespread fear as faithlessness, as 
lack of belief in Jesus Christ; and to 
insist that any actions, individual or 
corporate, taken with the desire to hold 
other people down, to defend privilege 
and position, are actions done not in love, 
and are therefore un-Christian. This is 
preaching to the hearts of men; and it is 
powerful in the degree, first, that the 
appealing figure of Jesus is held before 
us; second, that the actions we take are 
judged by the shining example of his 
life. If Jesus is going to save us, it must 
be from the sins of our world, not those 
of Galilee 1900 years ago; and how can 
men turn from sin unless they know what 
sin is? 

What we need in the South today is 
more men of large, generous, and mag- 
nanimous nature: men with loving 
hearts: men who believe in love, in Jesus 
Christ, in the God he worshipped. Chris- 
tian men. To the degree that we have such 
men, we shall develop the institutions of 
a more Christian society. It is not easy, 
of course, to give institutional form to 
love. It means translating love into jus- 
tice; and men have never agreed exactly 
as to what justice is. The Greek idea 
that justice is to give to each man his 
own is not the same as the Hebrew 
idea that justice is what a man needs 
for his redemption. Regardless of this 
difficulty, out of the heart proceed the 
issues of life. 

To the degree that our hearts are sen- 
sitive both to God’s presence and to 
human need, to the degree that we yield 
ourselves to God’s encompassing love like 
flowers to the sun, to that degree, I think, 
we shall act well, and shall build, in 
these changing times, a more Christian 
society. 
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EDITORIAL 


Inquire into the Inquiry 





From this point it appears to be un- 
fortunate that the scheduled inquiry by 
a Senate subcommittee into freedom of 
religion has been called off. Many people 
are wondering if the proposed investiga- 
tion suddenly became too hot to handle. 

It would seem that the senators plan- 
ning the study of constitutional rights 
would have anticipated the general areas 
of interest that would appear. To sug- 
gest that they did not is to accuse them 
of an ignorance of which they would 
hardly be guilty. There are other sugges- 
tions that outside pressures were exerted 
to stop the study. They may have been 
political or ecclesiastical pressures. It 
is difficult to see how they could have been 
of any other kind. 

When Eugene Carson Blake made his 
notable statement on ‘The Churches and 
Human Liberty” (OuTLook, Oct. 3), he 
became the victim of attacks from differ- 
ent quarters. It may be that related 
forces got busy to stop what they feared 
might be revealed in such a hearing. 

One other point puzzles us. When the 
committee offered to send its questionnaire 
on religious freedom to those requesting 
it, we filed our request immediately- 
with no response. After some weeks, we 
raised an inquiry and were told that the 
supply had been exhausted. 

Have other church papers or our sub- 
scribers had similar results? If not, we 
want to see a copy of the questionnaire 
that is being used and we want to describe 
or reproduce it for other readers. 


More Vital Bible Study 


A small item, provided by Seabury 
Press, Greenwich, Conn., for only 10¢ 
will be of considerable help to many 
church groups seeking a more vital ap- 
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proach to Bible study. Called, “A Meth- 
od of Small Group Bible Study,” the 
pamphlet is based chiefly on suggestions 
of Suzanne de Dietrich, French lay 
leader, who has been teaching in this 
country. 

One of the values of the 16-page book- 
let is that its recommendations grow out 
of a congregational experience where the 
methods have been tried to advantage. A 
helpful list of books for sources closes the 
guide. 

Many a circle, class, Session or in- 
formal group would take on new interest 
following the recommendations of this 
pamphlet. 


Is It Vanity? 


Is it vanity or lack of imagination that 
produces so many poor photographs for 
the news columns? That is, why is it 
that almost every posed picture of more 
than one person has to be some staged 
affair arranged to get a full-face view of 
everybody and at the same time look js 
if it just happened to be so? 

Do you weary of the procession of 
faked shots that try to concentrate every- 
body’s attention on some book or scrap cf 
paper which somebody holds? It would 
be better to have the group look straight 
into the camera, giving the situation at 
least a modicum of honesty—they were 
having their ‘pitchers took’ and nothing 
more. The chief trouble, it appears, is 
that in a men-at-work situation, nobody 
wants to have his back tothe camera. Or, 
it may be that photographers just have 
no imagination. They have seen the pat- 
tern of grouping everybody around a piece 
of paper and here they go again. 


Portraits, Too 

While we are on the subject of photo- 
graphs, let us air another problem. It 
is that of getting public figures to provide 
up-to-date pictures for the press when 
portraits are needed. 

It is understandable that people who 
are growing older—and who isn’t?— 
might resist spreading the word about how 
fast the process seems to be advancing 
or how time has lined our faces. There 
is No point in rushing to the photographer 
every year or so in efforts to make our pic- 
torial counterpart an honest one. Even a 
picture that is five years old might be 
excused, but if it is much older, a few 
questions about propriety might be raised. 

If it is true that our bodies are renewed 
every seven years or so, then a ten-vear- 
old picture that we dearly love because 
it flatters us, is simply not our picture 
any longer. Any caption under it ought 
to read: “As he used to be.” 

We have files full of such pictures that 
are becoming increasingly valuable for 
historical purposes—and less for current 
use. We would gladly arrange for some 
exchanges. 


GUEST EDITORS 





A Reading Program 

So as to redeem the time it appears that 
a reading program would be a Christian 
venture of great profit to our congrega- 
tion and to the community. We mean a 
reading of Christian literature, current 
religious books, non-fiction. We read and 
read, of course, but it doesn’t add up to 
much. We read novels and more novels, 
written by writers perhaps more confused 
than we are. We read something in the 
Reader’s Digest and imagine that we are 
in pretty deep and quite on the intellec- 
tual side. And we read an article here 
and an article there. We scan editorials 
and look at pictures. The big, heavy 
slick magazines impart the impression 
that we are at least up with the smart 
set. But it is largely for naught. There 
is the amazing fact that the average per- 
son of the “very well read” variety can- 
not even state in his own words a major 
problem in Christian thinking. .. . 

What we need in our reading and in 
our thinking is a core of critical Christian 
truth out of which to interpret what we 
read and to give form to our thoughts. 
What does it profit a man to read all the 
days of his life and still not be able to 
give an apology for his soul? People 
speak of having a philosophy about this 
and a philosophy about that, and the 
truth is that philosophically they are like 
infants playing with blocks. And so it 
is said that this person or that per- 
son “certainly knows his Bible,” and the 
fact is that frequently such persons have 
no idea of what the Bible is or what 
in a full-orbed manner it says. 

I wonder if we could have a Christian 
Reading Program in our congregation, 
and perhaps enlarging it into the com- 
munity. There is a special series of 
books that could do very well as starters. 
These books were “‘designed to bring to 
the intelligent genera] reader the work 
of major thinkers in today’s theological 
renaissance.” It’s good, of course, to read 
Shakespeare, Plato, Santayana, and Dew- 
ev. But this leads to a deadend unless 
there is in one’s mind a form of estab- 
lished Christian truth to act as an inter- 
preter, commentary, and guide. 

There are people in the church and in 
the community already interested in this 
project. Speak to me if you are inter- 
ested. We'll set a date shortly and get 
into this wonderful experience of ‘“‘walk- 
ing in the light.” Don’t be backward 
about coming forward. We’ll read and 
meet and discuss, etc., and no one will 
be allowed to talk more than his share, 
or put his intelligence on parade. And 
if you can’t stand to have people disagree 
with you, then you’d better stick with 
what you’re doing now.—W. D. Gray, 
in a message to his Middlesborough, Ky., 
congregation. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 





Footr 


Al 
P sO 


doubt 


_Wwas a 


still h 
epistle 
severa 
At 11 
cient 
there 
praise 
macti 
with v 
before 
of Pa 
tian ] 
If 
come 
[faith 
wrote 
inhib 
He cc 
Who 
most 
faith. 
want 
Who 
anyth 


EF} 
] 
total] 
powe 
Paul 
may 
Whe 
half- 
he is 

BE 
Paul 
saint 
pulp 
no [| 
Reac 


dom 
were 
The 
grea 
live 
take 
tian 
the 





NO 


hat 
‘ian 
ga- 
Na 
rent 
and 
) to 
els, 
ised 
the 
are 
lec- 
lere 
ials 
avy 
sion 
nart 
here 
per- 
-an- 
ajor 


1 in 
tian 
- we 
‘hts. 
the 
e to 
ople 
this 
the 
like 
0 it 
per- 
the 
lave 
vhat 


tian 
‘ion, 
om- 
; of 
ters. 
g to 
vork 
tical 
read 
Jew- 
iless 
tab- 
iter- 


d in 
this 
iter- 
get 
alk- 
vard 
and 
will 
lare, 
And 
gree 
with 
RAY, 
Ky., 


OOK 





Footnote to Romans 15:13 


OVERFLOWING WITH HOPE 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


AUL, like lesser preachers after him, 
sometimes gave his readers, and no 
doubt hearers, the impression that he 


was at the end of his sermon when he 


still had something he had to say. This 
epistle to the Romans “‘comes to an end” 
several times before it actually does end. 
At 11:36, 14:23 (according to some an- 
cient manuscripts), 15:13, 33, 16:20 
there are benedictions or ascriptions of 
praise which sound exactly like the cli- 
mactic conclusions; but still he goes on, 
with unexpected postscripts. One of these 
before-the-end benedictions expresses one 
of Paul’s many summaries of the Chris- 
tian life (15:13). 

If the simple words come first, they 
come last too: Hope, joy, peace, believing 
[faith], power. Some sour philosopher 
wrote of religion as the sum of a man’s 
inhibitions—a mess of Don’ts, or Won’ts. 
He could never have met a real Christian. 
Who would not wish for neighbors whose 
most noticeable traits were joy, peace, 
faith, hope and power? Who would not 
want to be married to such a person? 
Who in his senses would want to be 
anything less than this, himself? 


VERYBODY has glimmers of these 

brightnesses within him. A man 
totally without hope, joy, peace, faith or 
power is a rare and dismaying sight. But 
Paul’s prayer is that the God of Hope 
may “fill you’? with all of these things. 
When man tries to fill himself, he stays 
half-empty. When God fills a man, then 
he is filled. 

These were not plaster saints to whom 
Paul was writing. They are not plaster 
saints who hear these words from the 
pulpit on a Sunday morning. (You are 
no plaster saint, either, are you, Gentle 
Reader? If you are, please send me your 
name and address; I have long wished 
to correspond with a Living Curiosity.) 
Paul’s letters were not tossed out at ran- 
dom to whom they might concern, they 
were not carefully edited for posterity. 
The people to whom Paul wrote these 
great lines were Romans, or at least they 
lived in Rome. It is a rather funny mis- 
take to think it was easier to be a Chris- 
tian saint in the first century than in 
the twentieth. Rome was no easy city 
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in which to be a Christian. The very 
persons for whom Paul offered his expec- 
tant prayer that God would fill them with 
hope and all the rest, were the people 
who (as we can judge from this same 
letter )— 


lived under a severe and often un- 
friendly government; 

struggled with sins, some of them 
pretty horrible; 

needed elementary instruction in Chris- 
tian truth; 

were conceited and quarrelsome; 

were tempted to vengeance, and hypoc- 
risy; 

quarreled with one another over small 
questions ; 

were tempted to debt and to drink; 

were troubled by false teachers in the 
church. 


If Paul’s prayer could be answered in 
such persons, surely no less in us. 


ONSIDER some of those great but 
simple words in this benediction. 

The God of Hope—He is the God of 
Tomorrow, something we are inclined 
to forget. He is God of our fathers— 
yes, but of our great-great-grandchildren 
too. We would fear tomorrow less if we 
could keep remembering that whatever 
it brings, God will be there, in judgment 
in blessing. 

Joy and peace in believing—lIf ever, 
out of Paul’s letters, there has been erect- 
ed a dogma of ‘faith alone” which leaves 
faith naked and unaccompanied by any 
other grace, such a dogma is a parody on 
Paul's perception of true faith. You 
never find faith all by itself in Paul’s 
letters, nor in his life. Faith is not a 
blind shot in the dark, faith is not a 
stubborn bulldog clinging to something 
one feels obliged to believe, or is told to 
believe; faith is not stark and stony, it 
is a living thing. Its companions are 
hope and love, Paul told the Corinthians. 
Here he savs that joy and peace are in 
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it. Faith is not faintly seasoned with 
little grains of joy and peace; these are 
not the capsule to conceal faith’s bitter 
taste, helping us swallow what we have 
to take. Not at all; the true believer is 
filled with joy and peace. How could a 
Christian believe what he believes, or 
rather how could a Christian believe 
whom he believes, and be filled with any- 
thing else than this? 

By the power of the Holy Spirit—The 
Christian’s life is one of struggle, it is 
a fight, as Paul well knew and plainly 
said, on occasion. But always he knew, 
also, the other side of the truth: the 
Christian’s life is one of joyful receiv- 
ing. Hope, for example, in the Chris- 
tian sense, is not something you work up 
inside you by thinking happy thoughts 
or concentrating on all the good possibili- 
ties. Hope is not something you create 
for yourself. If it is, it is either a mirage 
or else not the Christian hope at all. 
Hope that comes through the Holy Spirit, 
hope that is a reflection of God’s face in 
the mirror of the soul, this is what 
“maketh not ashamed,” this is what en- 
dures. 


That ... you may abound in hope— 
Repressed, restricted, inhibited, squeezed- 
in personalities are sometimes thought to 
be typically Christian; but they are not. 
True Christians, the kind of Christian 
Paul thought it possible by the grace of 
God to be, even in Rome, are overflowing 
with the vital and vigorous virtues. Not 
less than fourteen times Paul uses this 
verb “abound” to describe the believer’s 
style of life. J. B. Phillips paraphrases 
here: “that . . . your whole life and out- 
look may be radiant with hope.” A real 
Christian cannot help shining; for in 
him is the Light. His hope is not a 
sheltered candle. He has hope to spare, 
hope to share, for it is not his own; it 


is the hope of God. 
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Leiper Says Giving 
Is Below Tip Level 


Mapison, Wis. (RNs) — Christians 
who “give God a tip” that “isn’t even 
10 per cent” were criticized here by Henry 
Smith Leiper of New York, executive sec- 
retary of the Congregational Christian 
Churches’ Missions Council. 

“According to their own income tax 
reports to the government,” he told a 
Midwest Regional Congregational Chris- 
tian meeting here, “Christians give to the 
american Seating Company | 
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churches about two per cent of their 
incomes, and no one has been known to 
minimize what he can charge off as a 
tax-deductible gift. 

‘“‘We gather up the crumbs after we have 
eaten and we give Him the fragments. 
This is shown by the fact that every year 
the larger part of the giving of all Chris- 
tians comes in at the very end of the 
year. That means, of course, that they 
have found out what they had left over 
and that they have not given system- 
atically in advance and regularly.” 

Dr. Leiper particularly deplored “the 
fact that two-thirds of the Christians 
never give anything for the work outside 
their own parish” and, as a result, “im- 
plement . very inadequately” their 
prayers for “the extension of Christ’s 
kingdom.” 

This is analogous, he said, to a Coast 
Guard crew spending its time fixing up 
its station with every comfort and con- 
venience but turning a deaf ear to those 
in danger and distress on the seas. Or 
to a hospital whose doctors, internes and 
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nurses cared for each other’s health but 
declined to aid the sick outside. 

“The things we have done in increasing 
the equipment of the churches and 
strenghtening their local work are splen- 
did,” Dr. Leiper said. “No one would 
suggest for a moment that we should not 
have done them. But the proper Scrip- 
ture reference here is, ‘These ought ye to 
have done and not leave the other un- 
done.’ 

“What does the ‘other’ involve? It in- 
volves three great functions of the Chris- 
tian church. First, introducing boys and 
girls, men and women to the greatest per- 
sonality of all the ages and training them 
in what it means to be a good steward 
of their Christian inheritance. Secondly, 
the establishment of new churches for 
those who do not have them in areas 
where there are none. Third, penetrating 
the surrounding culture with the mind 
and conscience that is inspired and led 
by the spirit of Christ. 

“These are the things which our Chris- 
tian World Mission seeks to do.” 


Wilbur La Roe Says: 


Notre Dame. A friend who gradu- 
ated from Notre Dame informs us that 
religion receives very heavy emphasis at 
Norte Dame and that as a result, “A 
man simply must be spiritually better if 
he is a Notre Dame graduate.” Our ob- 
servation of certain Protestant colleges 
causes us to wonder whether religion re- 
ceives the same heavy emphasis in these 
institutions. Is our emphasis on instill- 
ing secular knowledge, or on turning out 
men and women who are morally and 
spiritually strong? Is it not possible to 
have both emphases ? 

More Notre Dame. A Presbyterian 
college, where morale was low because 
all football games were being lost, sent 
its chaplain to Notre Dame to get sug- 
gestions. Terry Brennan told him: “You 
fail because you have only one coach— 
we have eight coaches.” “But,” replied 
the Presbyterian, “I’m more interested 
in morale and would like to talk with the 
priest who accompanies your team on its 
trips.” “Well, sir,” asked Brennan, 











“would you like to talk to our offensive 
priest or to our defensive priest?” 
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THE MAKING OF THE HYMNBOOK (10) 


The Format 


By JAMES R. SYDNOR 


HE HYMNBOOK is issued in one 
format only; that is, the contents 
from title page at the beginning to the 
last page of indexes at the back are iden- 
tical for each of the five denominations. 
It is bound in cloth for ordinary use but 
in a special leather edition for pulpit, 
console, or other use. Its maroon color 
was chosen to distinguish it readily from 
the present authorized Presbyterian hym- 
nals. The complete music score is printed 
for each hymn. There are no ‘“words- 
only” or “melody-and-words” editions. 
The interior arrangement of the book 
follows the usual divisions. First are 
a few introductory pages including title- 
page with list of authorizing ecclesiastical 
bodies, copyrighted acknowledgements, 
preface, table of contents, and—readily 
available—prayers, the Creeds, Lord’s 
Prayer, and Decalogue. Then comes the 
main body of The Hymnbook containing 
the hymns and tunes, followed by 27 
pages of choral aids to worship. Next are 
found 70 pages of Scriptural aids to wor- 
ship. finally, the seven indexes. 


Familiar Pattern 


The hymns are arranged according to 
the familiar and traditional pattern of 
topical grouping. These are listed in 
the Table of Contents on pages 7, 8. First 
are hymns dealing with particular occa- 
sions and needs of public worship such as 
praise, closing hymns, Lord’s Day, morn- 
ing and evening. 

Next are hymns of the Triune God. In 
this section hymns showing the attributes 
of God the Father appear first—hymns on 
his eternity and power, his love and 
fatherhood, his abiding presence, his 
manifestation in nature. Hymns on the 
Lord Jesus Christ are arranged according 
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to the events and meaning of his life. 
Following hymns on the Holy Spirit are 
several Trinitarian hymns. 


Hymns about the revelation of God’s 
Word in the Holy Bible follow in the 
next group. 

“The Life in Christ” is the title of 
the succeeding group of about 170 hymns 
dealing with various aspects of the Chris- 
tian life and pilgrimage. 

Next, the section on the church includes 
not only general hymns on the corporate 
life of Christendom but sacramental 
hymns on the Lord’s Supper and baptism. 
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For Daily Bible Study 

A convenient numerical marking device 
made of transparent cellulose acetate 
which clips on the page. Mark your 
Bible passages by number for the week 
or month. Turn quickly to each passage 
by number. Per set, 1 to 30 numbers, 
$1.00. Send stamped envelope for sam- 
ple Markilo Flex marker. 

Manufacturers of transparent envelopes, 
also card and badge holders. Samples 
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MARKILO 902] S. Wabash Ave., Chicago 5, Ill. 





In the next group are found hymns on 
the city, nation, missions, world friend- 
ship and peace, and brotherhood. 


Titles Are Clear 

The page format was shown in these 
columns Oct. 24. In response to many 
requests, the title of each hymn is printed 
clearly above each hymn. The names of 
the topical section in which the particular 
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By George W. Forell 
A clear, deep look into the 
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Christian life. Is man free to choose 
the good life? Is he really captain 
of his soul? Is it instinct, oppor- 
tunity or history—or Christian 
faith which helps him make his 
decisions? Find the answers in 
this important book. $2.50 


FOR TODAY 


By D. T. Niles 


A_new book of daily devotions. 
FOR TODAY is a helpful series 
of daily Bible studies for the whole 
year. Reveals Jesus in the context 
of the whole Bible and in the 
historical perspective of man’s 
religious experience. $2.00 


BIBLE PLAYS 


Christmas- Miracles 
By Charles J. Ax 


A collection of 8, entertaining, in- 
structive, easy-to-produce plays, 
suitable for amateurs or pro- 
fessionals. Minimum of costuming 
and stage setting required. For all 
age groups. 75¢ 
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One of the finest Bible commen- 
taries available, based on the 
Revised Standard Version and the 
International Sunday School Les- 
sons. Illustrated with maps, charts, 
drawings. 320 pages. $2.75 


THE CROSS ano THE EAGLE 
By Julius Bersti 


An intimate and colorful picture 
of Paul, champion of the Christian 
faith, and his fight against the 
Roman frame of mind typified by 
the Emperor Nero. By the author 
of The Tentmaker. $3.5 


HIGH IS THE WALL 
By Ruth Muirhead Berry 


An excellent novel based on one of 
the more recurring social prob- 
lems—an interfaith marriage 
between a Protestant girl strug- 
gling to fulfill her antenuptial 
promises and a Catholic boy who 
also finds more problems than he 
anticipated. An exceptionally fair 
and unbiased treatment of. this 
difficult situation. $3.50 
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hymn is located may be found on the out- 
side bottom corner of the page. Efficiency 
in locating hymns has been increased by 
locating the numbers on the outside mar- 
gin of each page; that is, to the left of 
the left-hand page and to the right side 
of the right-hand page. 

Above the upper left corner of each 
hymn is information about the source of 
the text. After the name of the author 
is listed the date of writing or publica- 
tion of the text when this could be ac- 
curately ascertained. When the date of 
authorship was unknown, the birth and 
death dates of the author were supplied. 
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In some cases, where authorship was un- 
known, the hymnal in which the poem 
first appeared was included. 

Musical information is located above 
the upper right hand corner of the hymn. 
First is the tune name and then the meter 
of the tune. Then follows the name of 
composer, arranger, or harmonizer. Fre- 
quently the source hymnal is added with 
date of composition or publication. 

Copyright information about owner- 
ship or text or tune is listed below each 
hymn when needed. 

Of special note are the alternative tune 
suggestions under many of the hymns. 
Since—because of space limitations—the 
committee could not in every instance give 
each favorite tune to a hymn, it was help- 
ful at least to suggest under many hymns 
the location in The Hymnbook of the 
other favorite tune or tunes. The kindly 
feelings of the congregation toward The 
Hymnbook may be greatly increased 
by checking and heeding these suggestions 
about familiar alternate tunes. 


Specialized Task 

A brief description of the painstaking 
method of making the music page might 
be of interest to readers. If we could 
visit a music typesetter’s workshop, we 
would find that each separate note, dot, 
sharp and flat, clef sign, and line section 
is located—like the head of a match—at 
the end of a tiny stick of metal. These 
separate bits of type are assembled mo- 
saic-like in a box frame according to the 
particular music score. The type con- 
taining the poem text is then spread out 
between the music score so that each 
syllable is located exactly under the prop- 
er music notes. After the proof has been 
corrected, a solid metal plate is cast from 
this mould. Then the type is redistrib- 
uted to form another page of the hymnal. 
Close scrutiny of a music page in any 
hymnal with a pocket magnifying glass 
will probably reveal some of these com- 
posite particles. 


NEXT WEEK—I/ndexes and Conclusions 





If Christ was in the church of the 
Apostles and is in our church today and 
has been in all the Church between, then 
although every rite were altered and the 
formal succession of the ministry broken 
a hundred times, there would still be 
continuity. The ever-living Christ makes 
the never-dying church. — PuHIuirs 
BROOKS. 
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EVIDENCE OF JESUS’ POWER 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
Sunday School Lesson for November 20, 1955 
Luke 7; 8:22-56 Print 7:11-23 


In chapter 1 of Luke’s Gospel we have 
the birth of John; in chapter 2, the birth 
of Jesus; in chapter 3, the ministry of 
John; in chapter 4, the beginning of 
Jesus’ ministry—his temptation, his ser- 
mon at Nazareth, a specimen of his mar- 
velous cures. Chapter 5 describes the 
rise of opposition, because he claimed to 
forgive sins, ate with religious and social 
outcasts, and disregarded the traditions 
regarding fasting and the observance of 
the Sabbath. In chapter 6 we have the 
selection of the twelve disciples and the 
Sermon on the Plain. 

In chapter 7 we have a group of inci- 
dents which illustrate the various atti- 
tudes which men displayed toward Jesus: 
the faith of an army officer, the joy of 
the common people, the doubt of John 
the Baptist, the critical aloofness of the 
Pharisees, the love of an erring woman 
who has been brought back into the way 
of righteousness. Faith, joy, doubt, criti- 
cism and love—these are some of the emo- 
tions which Jesus evoked when he was 
here on earth and which he still evokes. 


1. Faith, 7:1-10 

Luke gives us the case of an officer in 
the army of Herod Antipas, evidently a 
man of wealth and a Gentile. He was 
religiously inclined, generous with his 
money, and had given money to build a 
synagogue in Capernaum. One of his 
servants, to whom he was warmly at- 
tached, fell sick. Some of his friends, 
Jews, went to Jesus and begged him to 
heal the man. “He is worthy to have 
you do this for him,” they said, “for 
he loves our nation, and he built us our 
synagogue.” Jesus went with them. But 
he was not far from the house when other 
friends brought him word from the of- 
ficer: Do not trouble yourself, for I 
am not worthy to have you come under 
my roof.” 

These words speak volumes for the 
officer's humility and also reveal the 
treatment probably accorded him by other 
rabbis. ‘The scribes and Pharisees re- 
garded it as ceremonially defiling to en- 
ter a Gentile’s house. This man, though 
he was an army officer and wealthy and 
a benefactor of the Jews, did not wish to 
subject Jesus to criticism. “Just say 
the word,” he added, ‘“‘and let my servant 
be cured.” He had learned in his pro- 
fessional experience as a soldier the pow- 
er of the word of command. He was 
prepared to accept the word of Jesus as 
the sufficient guarantee of what he asked. 
Jesus was surprised. He turned to the 
crowd that followed and said, “Not even 
in Israel have I found such faith.” Then 
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the messengers went back to the house 
and found the sick servant quite well. 

Luke shows us in this incident how 
Jesus found faith in the most unexpected 
quarters, and how such faith was reward- 
ed. All through the Gospels, it is made 
plain that Jesus’ power is available only 
to those who have faith. Again and again 
Jesus repeats the thought, “According to 
your faith be it done unto you.” 

What sort of faith does Jesus want us 
to have in him today? Faith in his 
power to heal diseases (under what cir- 
cumstances?); to answer prayer (under 
what conditions?); to forgive sins 
(when?); to overcome sins (what 
kind?); to bear troubles (how?) ; to ac- 
complish work (of what sort?). What 
sort of power does faith release—phys- 
ical, mental, spiritual, or moral? Does 
faith have any place in scientific medi- 
cine? Why did Jesus heal the sick— 
as a sign to prove that he was the Son 
of God or because of his sympathy for 
those who are suffering? How is Chris- 
tianity an aid to health? 

Hl. Joy, 7:11-17 

Luke tells us of a time when Jesus was 
approaching a small town in Galilee 
called Nain. He was accompanied by 
his disciples and followed by a throng 
of other folk. As he aproached the vil- 
lage, he was met by a funeral cortege. 
The Jews did not bury their dead in 
closed wooden coffins, but carried them on 
a bier to a tomb where they were laid in 
little niches as in the catacombs, except 
that they were not walled in. Burial was 
always within twenty-four hours after 
death. In this case it was a widow who 
had lost her only son. The mother came 
first in the procession; then followed the 
bier with its bearers; then the towns- 
folk. 

When Jesus saw the stricken mother 
his heart went out to her with pity. ‘Do 
not weep,” he said. He then went for- 
ward and touched the bier; the bearers 
stopped and he said, ““Young man, I say 
to vou, arise.” Then the corpse sat up 
and began to speak, and Jesus gave him 
back to his mother. All were seized with 
awe and glorified God. ‘‘A great prophet 
has arisen among us,” they said, and 
“God has visited his people.” And this 
story of Jesus spread through the whole 
of Judea and all the surrounding coun- 
try. 

Jesus came proclaiming the good news 
of the Kingdom of God, and teaching 
and healing all who were sick. We are 
not surprised to find people glorifying 
God and believing that God had visited 


his people. But Jesus is not present 
with us any more in bodily form. If our 
children die, there is no one to raise 
them up out of the coffin. What reason 
have we who live in America in the 20th 
century to praise God because of Jesus 
Christ? When the gospel is brought to 
Koreans and to Africans, what is there 
to excite their thanksgiving? How 
should Christians regard the death of 
their loved ones? Would Jesus bid us 
not to weep? 


lll. Doubt, 7:18-23 

Some men believed in Jesus, the people 
generally regarded him as a prophet, and 
parised God because of the things which 
they saw and heard, but there were others 
who had their doubts. One of these who 
was uncertain was John the Baptist. He 
had rebuked Herod for marrying his 
brother’s wife, and Herod had retaliated 
by thrusting the prophet into a gloomy 
prison. The news that his disciples 
brought him about Jesus troubled him. 
Jesus was not the sort of a Messiah that 
he had expected (cf. 3:1-7). So at last 
he summoned two of his disciples and 
sent them to Jesus with the question: 
“Are you he who is to come or shall we 
look for another?” 

Jesus at that very moment was healing 
many people of diseases and complaints 
and evil spirits; he also bestowed sight 
on many blind folk. So he replied: “‘Go 
and tell John what you have seen and 
heard: the blind receive their sight, the 
lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the 
deaf hear, the dead are raised up, the 
poor have good news preached to them.” 

These words would carry John’s 
thoughts back to the promises of the 
new age found in Isaiah 35:5-6. ‘Thus, 
though not answering John’s question 
directly, Jesus points to significant evi- 
dence from which John may draw the 
proper conclusion, while the concluding 
words, ‘Blessed is he who is repelled by 
nothing in me,’ drops the hint that John 
may find reason to think that in Jesus 
‘not only the new era has come, but the 
Man.’ ” 

John was not sure whether or not Jesus 
was the Messiah, because Jesus was not 
his kind of a Messiah. Why do men 
have doubts about Jesus today? Is it 
because of the miracles of the Old Testa- 
ment or because of modern science, or 
because God allows them to suffer, or 
because Jesus does not fit into their con- 
ceptions of what the Son of God should 
be, or why? What answer do you think 
Jesus would give to men who have such 
doubts? Would he point to the Virgin 
Birth, or to the Resurrection or to the 
Bible, or to his power to transform men, 
or to the works which he and his dis- 
ciples have done through the ages? What 
is the best argument for Christianity? 
Has a man a right to hold on to Jesus 
where there are some questions about 
Jesus which he cannot answer? What 


13 








ought a man to do with his doubts? Is 
doubt always or usually an evidence of 
sin? 


IV. Criticism, 7:24-35 

When the messengers of John were gone, 
Jesus began to speak to them about John, 
to remind them of his greatness: ‘What 
did you go out into the wilderness to 
see?” A “time-server, ruled by public 
opinion, reflecting the attitudes of lunch- 
eon clubs, veterans’ organizations, and the 
chamber of commerce—‘a reed shaken 
by the wind’?” (E. F. Tittle: The Gos- 
pel According to Luke.) Hardly that. 
A sycophant, then, currying favor with 
wealth and power—‘“a man clothed in 
soft raiment”? Of course not. It was 
a prophet that they desired to hear and 
did hear, a spokesman of the living God, 
declaring the divine will for individuals 
and nations, and himself living in accord 
therewith. 

With John, Jesus went on to say, the 
promise of redemption began to be trans- 
lated into actuality. He was indeed the 
promised Elijah, the inaugurator of the 
day of salvation, the messenger sent to 
prepare the way of the Lord. For this 
reason, said Jesus, there is none greater 
than John. And yet, as he thinks of the 
new spiritual life which has come to 
his followers through himself, he adds 
that even the least in the Kingdom of 
God, even the humblest of his own dis- 
ciples, is greater than John. 

The people as a whole, even the 
despised tax collectors, had accepted John 
as the voice of God to their age. The 
leaders of the church however put the 
divine opportusity from them and so frus- 
trated the purpose of God. As Jesus 
thinks of the attitude of this same group 
toward himself he thinks of the games of 
the children in the market place, of chil- 
dren who refuse to play either at wedding 
or funeral. John lived as an ascetic, and 
the leaders of the nation judged him mad, 
possessed of a demon. Jesus, the Son 
of Man, came enjoying the social ameni- 


ties, and men dubbed him glutton and 
tippler, friend of taxgatherers and sin- 
ners. The divine wisdom, Jesus declared, 
is vindicated by all her children, that is, 
by those who, like the taxgatherers in vs. 
29, harkened to John, or, like the dis- 
ciples, have cast in their lot with Jesus. 
Some believed, the majority rejoiced, 
but there were others who doubted, and 
still others who held themselves critically 
aloof. They criticized John the Baptist 
because of his asceticism, they criticized 
Jesus because of his warm humanity. 
Why do good men hold themselves aloof 
from the church today? What criticisms 
do they level against the church? Are 
these criticisms sincere, or are they con- 
sciously or unconsciously a blind? 


V. Love, 7:36-50 

There were some who believed; many 
who rejoiced; some who doubted, and 
many who criticized. ‘There were also 
some who looked upon Jesus with pas- 
sionate devotion. 

Luke tells us, for example, of a din- 
ner party given to Jesus by one of the 
Pharisees. Though the Pharisees as a 
whole were hostile to Jesus there were 
many individual exceptions. This par- 
ticular Pharisee invited Jesus to his table 
but seems to have omitted some points 
of customary courtesy. He felt that Jesus 
might be a prophet, but was not vet 
ready to commit himself. 

During the course of the meal, a wom- 
an of the town, a prostitute, came into 
the room. She was able to enter the 
house because of a curious custom of the 
time that allowed strangers to enter a 
house uninvited at a feast, especially 
beggars seeking a gift. This woman came 
for another purpose. Her heart had been 
touched, and she had been won to a new 
life by the teaching of Jesus. Her grati- 
tude drew her to him irresistibly. She 
brought with her a small jar or bottle 
filled with costly and fragrant ointment, 
such as was used by Orientals. As Jesus 
was reclining at the table it was easy to 
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come up behind him. Her tears could not 
be restrained and some fell on Jesus’ feet. 
Impulsively she loosed her hair to wipe 
them off, then kissed them (a common 
mark of reverence, especially to rabbis), 
then anointed them with her precious 
perfume. 

Simon, who had not forbidden the 
woman’s entrance, was inwardly offended 
by Jesus’ permission of such extravagant 
demonstrations. He said to himself: “If 
he were a prophet he would know what 
sort of a woman this is who is touching 
him.” 

Jesus, who divined his thought, then 
sought by the story of the two debtors 
to reveal the true meaning of the woman’s 
act, and to present her in her true charac- 
ter. Simon could see for himself that a 
man who had been forgiven a debt of 
$250 would be more grateful than one 
who had been forgiven a debt of only 
$25. Simon felt little need for forgive- 
ness, therefore he had little love; the 
woman knew she had been forgiven much 
and therefore she loved much. ‘“There- 
fore her sins, which are many, are for- 
given, for she loved much.” This verse 
might be understood to mean that her 
sins were forgiven because of her love; 
it might also mean that one could be sure 
that her sins were forgiven, because of 
the love which their forgiveness had pro- 
duced. This last is quite plainly what 
Jesus meant. Otherwise Jesus’ parable 
would have no meaning. Its principle 
was that gratitude to the forgiver is in 
proportion to the sins forgiven. This 


meaning is emphasized also by the clause: 


that follows, “But he who is forgiven 
little, loves little.” Also by Jesus’ final 
words, ‘Your faith has saved you; go in 
peace.” 

In the beginning and for long after- 
wards the gospel message found most 
ready acceptance among the lowly, the 
poor, the outcast. Is this true today? 
Why, or why not? What light is thrown 
on the personality of Jesus by the fact 
that this woman of conscious sin felt no 
hesitancy in approaching him and touch- 
ing him and expressing her love in such 
an outburst of emotion? Is our Chris- 
tianity so attractive and so inspiring to 
such sinful men and women in our own 
communities? Why do men love Jesus 
today? Is it because of his character, 
his love for us, his sacrificial death, his 
masterful leadership, or what? Many of 
us wish we could break our alabaster box, 
or wash his feet with our tears. How 
can we best express our love? 

Lesson theme and seripture copyrighted by the Divi- 


sion of Education, National Council of Churches. Scrip 
ture quotations from the Revised Standard Version. 
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BOOK NOTES 


BY THE POWER OF GOD. By Samuel M. 
Shoemaker. Harper & Bros., New York. 158 
pp, $2.00. 

The author, long-time rector of Cal- 
vary Episcopal Church, New York City, 
now of Pittsburgh, writes out of a rich 
experience with groups of men, young 
couples and others. He is convinced that 
“the help and power which we need was 
once for all defined . . . and channeled to 
the world in the person of Jesus Christ. 
When the Holy Spirit came, in fulfillment 
of Christ’s promise, all that Christ was 
and did became universally accessible” 
(p.9). “I am completely satisfied,” says 
Dr. Shoemaker, ‘‘with the sufficiency of 
Christ and the Christian faith, and there- 
fore with the message the Church has been 
given to proclaim. I am completely dis- 
satisfied with the way the church is fail- 
ing to measure up to its spiritual oppor- 
tunities” (p.11). “By the power of God” 
he seeks to aid Christians in finding this 
spiritual power. 

Physical power can only add to life’s 
comfort, efficiency and rapidity. Spiritual 
power brings hope and joy, healing for 
minds and bodies, and releases energies 
men do not know they possess. ‘All of 
life is God’s—the trivial and the tre- 
mendous.” 

Some of the hindrances to spiritual 
power are discussed and also the qualities 
that further it. There are numerous in- 
terest-filled incidents of nominal Chris- 
tians who by the power of God have come 
alive. But read the book—especially 
about younger married people who caught 
fire (chapter 2), God and a steelworker 
{chapter 3). It is about the greatest 
power in the world and how we may have 
It. 





A. CLARKE DEAN. 
Memphis, Tenn. 


PASTORAL PREACHING. By David A. 
MacLennan. Westminster Press, Philadelphia. 
157 pp., $2.50. 

As the title implies, this book was writ- 
ten especially for ministers, but the read- 
ing of it would be a wholesome exercise 
for laymen. It would remind them that 
the preparation of sermons is labor of 
the most arduous sort which the minister 
should have sufficient time. 

Much of this book serves to point up 
things which the minister of some ex- 
perience already knows but of which he 
needs to be constantly reminded. Effec- 
tive preaching must ‘meet the tests of 
relevancy, of reality, of Christ-centered 
content.” In order to have relevancy, the 
preacher must also be pastor, one ac- 
quainted with the needs of his people 
and familiar with the spiritual climate in 
which they live. 

Perhaps the most helpful chapters in 
a practical way are those on ‘‘Objectives” 
and “‘Method.”” To have clear objectives 
such as Dr. MacLennan suggests would 
save much of our preaching from being 
banal. Under ‘‘Methods,” no rigid rules 
are suggested except those of discipline 
and labor, but the minister is guided to 
seek his own most effective method. 

Throughout the book there are numer- 
ous suggestions for sermons which may 
serve as seed thoughts for the pastor- 
preacher. 

This is not a great book, but it is a 
stimulating and helpful one. 


J. Witt OrMonp. 
Tuscaloosa, Ala. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


Hymns We Love. Cecil Northcott. West- 
minster Press. Philadelphia. $2.50. 

The Gift of Power. Lewis Joseph Sher- 
rill. Macmillan Co., N. Y. $3.00. 

Introducing Hinduism. Malcolm Pitt. 
Friendship Press, N. Y, 60 cents, paper. 
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CHANGES 

J. Watt Jeffries from St. Andrews, Scot- 
land, where he has been studying, to 708 
Julia St., Rayville, La. 

Charlies F. Schwartz from Cortland, 
N. Y., to 201 80th St., Brooklyn 9, N. Y. 

Marc C. Weersing, Central church, Jack- 
son, Miss., has accepted a call to the 
First church, Spartanburg, S. C. 

Massey M. Heltzel, Augusta, Ga., will 
begin his new work at the Ginter Park 
church, Richmond, Va., Nov. 20. 

Richard W. Shreffier, formerly in the 
chaplaincy, has become pastor of the 
Bel Air, Md., church. 

Oswald Delgado from Lutz, Fla., to 2130 
Dundee Dr., Winter Park, Fla. 

Robert M. Hart from Highlands, N. C., 
to the Grace Covenant church, Laurens, 
a 

W. C. Cooper, Coleman, Texas, has been 
called to the Arden, N. C., church. 

James P. McCrary from Austin, Texas, 
to St. Andrew’s church, 2712 N. W. 22rd 
St., Oklahoma City 7, Okla. 

E. T. Wellford from Riverside Hospital, 
Newport News, Va., to Patrick Henry 
Hospital, Denbigh, Va. 

W.C. Williams from Valley Center, Va., 
to 3303 Santiago St., Tampa 9, Fla. 

Wm. T. Kennon from Louisville, Ky., to 
the First church, Albany, Ga., where he 
is serving as the interim minister. 

J. W. Hassell, Greenville, N. C., has 
resigned as general secretary of Albe- 
marle Presbytery effective Jan. 1. 

Maicolm B. Koehler from Madison, 
Tenn., to the Barton Heights church, 
Memphis, Tenn. 

Edward A. Jussely, formerly of Crystal 
Springs, Miss., has begun his work as 
assistant pastor of the Casa Linda church, 
Dallas, Texas. 

Wm. A. Cockerell, Bowie, Texas, has 
been dismissed by Dallas Presbytery to 
the Cisco, Texas, Conference of the Metho- 
dist Church. 

E. L. Willingham, 3d, from Greenville, 
N. C., to Westminster Seminary of the 
Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Chestnut 
Hill, Philadelphia 18, Pa. 

James A. Mitchell from Searcy, Ark.. to 
706 Linwood, Hot Springs, Ark. 

Robert Lawrence from Alexander City, 
Ala., to Trinity church, Popular Springs 
Drive, Meridian, Miss. 

Richard A. DeMott, former Congrega- 
tional minister in Connecticut, now 
serves the Southold, N. Y., Presbyterian 
church. 
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Lewis Hutton from Gowanda, N. Y., to 
Washington, D. C. 

Lyle Knaupp from Portland, Ore., to 
Brewster, N. Y. 

James T. Womack, Jr., Bethel church, 
Staunton, Va., has accepted a call to the 
Lincolnton, N. C., church, effective Dec. 1. 

Faries J. McDaniel, formerly of La- 
Marque, Texas, has become assistant to 
the regional director of Christian edu- 
cation in the Dallas, Texas, office. 

E. Otis Moore, formerly of St. Paul 
church, Big Spring, Texas, is now minister 
of education in the First Southern church, 
Austin, Texas. 

J. Stewart Meacham, former Presby- 
terian, U. S. minister and former mis- 
sionary to India, has become associate 
secretary of the Committee on World 
Literacy and Christian Literature of the 
National Council of Churches. 


OPERATION ALASKA 

Twenty-one Presbyterian, USA, min- 
isters from a dozen states recently con- 
ducted an eight-day evangelistic mission 
in five major Alaskan areas. Sponsored 
by the Presbyterian Board of National 
Missions, this became the first evange- 
listic territory-wide campaign attempted 
in the Presbyterian Church. Ministers 
who participated included: 

FAIRBANKS AREA: Silas G. Kessler, 
Hastings, Neb. 


ANCHORAGE AREA: Roy B. Connor, Jr, 
Indianapolis; Edwin E. Mace, Kansag 
City; Bruce McCullough, Cedar Rapids, 
Iowa; Victor B. Nelson, Minneapolis; 
James Seth Stewart, Newport Beach, 
Calif. 

JUNEAU AREA: Ernest T. Campbell, 
York, Pa.; John M. Gordon, Lancaster, 
Pa.; Hugh Gunn, Poland, Ohio; August 
E. Harris, Exeter, Calif; Thomas R, 
Niven, Omaha, Neb.;Donald A. Spencer, 
Chattanooga; H. George Vorsheim, San 
Jose, Calif.; James S. Elliott, Salina, Kan, 

KETCHIKAN AREA: Alfred H. Davies, 
Tenafly, N. J.: Arthur H. Cruickshank, 
Des Moines, Iowa; Herbert E. Dierenfield, 
Waterloo, Iowa; Ross M. Haverfield, 
Clarion, Pa.; Laurence L. WHucksoll, 
Cincinnati; Arthur A. Kirk, Olympia, 
Wash. 

Barrow ARE.\: 
Angeles. 


Chester L. Tolson, Los 


DEATHS 

Paul LeRoy Tilden, 55, associate direc- 
tor of the department of pastoral services 
of the National Council of Churches, died 
suddenly of a heart attack at his summer 
home in Amagansett, L. I.. New York, 
Oct. 16. He had particular responsibility 
for the Commission on Ministry and In- 
situtions, including work in _ federal 
prisons. 
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